
Week 9: 6th Grade Studies 

 Week 9 in Social Studies we will be focusing on doing research on important historical moments. On 

the next few pages you will find a research outline I would like you to use to conduct you research on a 

historical event of your choosing. You can do this either using the internet or books you may have. If you don’t 

have access to these resources, I’ve attached a couple of different articles about the eruption of Mount 

Vesuvius and you can use these materials to conduct your research on the event surrounding Mount Vesuvius. 

In the documents below you will also find a list of historical events that you can choose from they can be from 

any time period in history. The purpose of this assignment is to understand a moment in history including the 

people involved in it, source of the conflict, context of what is happening in the world, etc. This will be the only 

assignment you will have this week but that also means I will be looking at the quality of the product you 

produce so take your time on it and ask questions if you have them. 

Schedule for Week 9 SS (5/25 – 5/29) 
Monday: Video Lesson (Stories from Roman History)  
 

Tuesday: Work on Research 
 

Wednesday: Video Lesson (Stories from Roman History) 
 

Thursday: Work on Research 
 

Friday: Video Lesson (Stories from Roman History) 
 

 

Standards Being Assessed This Week: 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4  
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific 
to domains related to history/social studies. 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7  
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 
information in print and digital texts. 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1  
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.  
 

Contact Information for Social Studies 

Mr. Stringham 
zstringham@northmasonschools.org 
Office Hours M-F 11-3 
Available via Remind and Email. 
 
*If you need the remind code. The codes can be found 
on the first page of every packet from Week 1 
through Week 6 or you can email me. 

Ms. Plas 
mplas@northmasonschools.org 

Office Hours M-F 10-4 

Zoom Meetings:  
Monday 2 p.m. 
Mtg ID 839 5689 9655 
Code MsPlas 

Zoom Meetings: 
Wednesday 11 a.m. 
Mtg ID  852 5412 7254 
Code MsPlas 

 

Rick Steves’ Has Lots of Cool Travel Videos If Your Bored: https://www.youtube.com/user/RickSteves 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
mailto:zstringham@northmasonschools.org
mailto:mplas@northmasonschools.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/RickSteves


Instructions for Historical Research and Outline: 
  
You will have some flexibility on how you would like to present your research to me. I will be giving 
you some examples through video lessons following the format below.  The only requirement is that 
your research project contain the information in the outline below. Some options and ideas to get 
you started can be found below: 
 
Research Project Format: (Choose one) 

• Essay (This essay should be at least 3-5 paragraphs) 

• PowerPoint (you can record narration for your PowerPoint like I have (I believe) by going to 
PowerPoint on a desktop and going to the tab at the top that says slideshow from there you 
should see record slideshow). 

• You can create a poster (This poster could be large or small. If you need to use multiple pieces 
of paper, you can do that try to keep each page focused around an idea or topic with in your 
research i.e. important people from Pearl Harbor).  

• You can create diorama out of household items (I know not everyone will be able to but just 
want to provide the option). 

 
Research Guide Outline: 

• Your research should give your readers a brief overview of the context surrounding the 
event you will be researching. What was going on in the world while this was also 
happening? 

• Your research should explain and describe at least two people (these can either be 
individuals (i.e. Julius Caesar) or groups (i.e. Romans, Germanic Tribes) that played a role in 
the event you chose to research. 

• You should describe what caused the event you are researching. Sometimes events have 
multiple causes try to touch on and talk about a few causes if you are able to.  

• You should be able to describe the aftermath of the event. Why was this event important? 
What happened as a result of this event? Why do people still study it today? Are just a few 
questions you could use to guide your research.  

 
Possible Events You Could Research: (Choose One or Find Your Own) 

• Building of the Great Wall of China 

• World War Two (Storming the Beaches of Normandy, Navajo Codetalkers, Pearl Harbor, etc)  

• Trail of Tears (removal of the Cherokee people from their lands)  

• Battle of Little Bighorn (Story of General Custer) 

• Louisiana Purchase and Lewis and Clark 

• The fall of the Samurai in Japan 

• The splitting of Rome into East and West (called the Great Schism by historians)  

• Crusades (there are many crusades some are shorter or more interesting that other s I 
recommend the third crusade) 

 
*These are just name a few obviously there are millions of things you could probably choose . 
Remember your goal is to tell a historical story and show me you have learned more about it 
through your research. If you come up with your own and want guidance or help getting 
started message or email me. 

 



Reminder: If you do not have internet or access to online research, please use the articles below to 
complete your research project. 

Article #1: The Eruption of Mount Vesuvius 
Mount Vesuvius, a volcano near the Bay of Naples in Italy, has erupted more than 50 times. 

Its most famous eruption took place in the year 79 A.D., when the volcano buried the ancient 
Roman city of Pompeii under a thick carpet of volcanic ash. The dust “poured across the land” like 
a flood, one witness wrote, and shrouded the city in “a d arkness…like the black of closed and 
unlighted rooms.” Two thousand people died, and the city was abandoned for almost as many 
years. When a group of explorers rediscovered the site in 1748, they were surprised to find that –
underneath a thick layer of dust and debris–Pompeii was mostly intact. The buildings, artifacts and 
skeletons left behind in the buried city have taught us a great deal about everyday life in the 
ancient world. 

Life in Pompeii 
Greek settlers made the town part of the Hellenistic sphere in the 8th century B.C. An 

independently minded town, Pompeii fell under the influence of Rome in the 2nd century B.C. and 
eventually the Bay of Naples became an attraction for wealthy vacationers from Rome who 
relished the Campania coastline.  

By the turn of the first century A.D., the town of Pompeii, located about five miles from the 
mountain, was a flourishing resort for Rome’s most distinguished citizens. Elegant houses and 
elaborate villas lined the paved streets. Tourists, townspeople and slaves bustl ed in and out of 
small factories and artisans’ shops, taverns and cafes, and brothels and bathhouses. People 
gathered in the 20,000-seat arena and lounged in the open-air squares and marketplaces. On the 
eve of that fateful eruption in 79 A.D., scholars estimate that there were about 12,000 people 
living in Pompeii and almost as many in the surrounding region.  

Did you know? Mount Vesuvius has not erupted since 1944, but it is still one of the most 
dangerous volcanoes in the world. Experts believe that another catastrophic eruption is due any 
day—an almost unfathomable catastrophe, since almost 3 million people live within 20 miles of 
the volcano’s crater. 

Mount Vesuvius 
The Vesuvius volcano did not form overnight, of course.  Vesuvius volcano is part of the 

Campanian volcanic arc that stretches along the convergence of the African and Eurasian tectonic 
plates on the Italian peninsula and had been erupting for thousands of years. In about 1780 B.C., 
for example, an unusually violent eruption (known today as the  “Avellino eruption”) shot millions 
of tons of superheated lava, ash and rocks about 22 miles into the sky. That prehistoric 
catastrophe destroyed almost every village, house and farm within 15 miles of the mountain.  

Villagers around the volcano had long learned to live with their volatile environment.  Even 
after a massive earthquake struck the Campania region in 63 A.D.–a quake that, scientists now 
understand, offered a warning rumble of the disaster to come–people still flocked to the shores of 
the Bay of Naples. Pompeii grew more crowded every year.  

79 A.D. 
Sixteen years after that telltale earthquake, in either August or October 79 A.D. (more 

recent evidence suggests the eruption took place in October), Mount Vesuvius erupted again. The 
blast sent a plume of ashes, pumice and other rocks, and scorching-hot volcanic gases so high into 
the sky that people could see it for hundreds of miles around. (The writer Pliny the Younger, who 
watched the eruption from across the bay, compared this “cloud of unusual si ze and appearance” 
to a pine tree that “rose to a great height on a sort of trunk and then split off into branches”; 
today, geologists refer to this type of volcano as a “Plinean eruption.”)  



As it cooled, this tower of debris drifted to earth: first the fine-grained ash, then the 
lightweight chunks of pumice and other rocks. It was terrifying –“I believed I was perishing with 
the world,” Pliny wrote, “and the world with me”–but not yet lethal: Most Pompeiians had plenty 
of time to flee. 

For those who stayed behind, however, conditions soon grew worse. As more and more ash 
fell, it clogged the air, making it difficult to breathe. Buildings collapsed. Then, a “pyroclastic 
surge”–a 100-miles-per-hour surge of superheated poison gas and pulverized rock–poured down 
the side of the mountain and swallowed everything and everyone in its path.  

By the time the Vesuvius eruption sputtered to an end the next day, Pompeii was buried 
under millions of tons of volcanic ash. About 2,000 Pompeiians were dead, but the eruption killed 
as many as 16,000 people overall.  Some people drifted back to town in search of lost relatives or 
belongings, but there was not much left to find. Pompeii,  along with the neighboring town of 
Herculaneum and a number of villas in the area, was abando ned for centuries. 
Rediscovering Pompeii 

Pompeii remained mostly untouched until 1748, when a group of explorers looking for 
ancient artifacts arrived in Campania and began to dig. They found that the ashes had acted as a 
marvelous preservative: Underneath all that dust, Pompeii was almost exactly as it had been 
almost 2,000 years before. Its buildings were intact. Skeletons were frozen right where they’d 
fallen. Everyday objects and household goods littered the streets. Later archaeologists even 
uncovered jars of preserved fruit and loaves of bread! 

Many scholars say that the excavation of Pompeii played a major role in the neo -Classical 
revival of the 18th century. Europe’s wealthiest and most fashionable families displayed art and 
reproductions of objects from the ruins, and drawings of Pompeii’s buildings helped shape the 
architectural trends of the era. For example, wealthy British families often built “Etruscan rooms” 
that mimicked those in Pompeiian villas.  

Today, the excavation of Pompeii has been going on for almost three centuries, and 
scholars and tourists remain just as fascinated by the city’s eerie ruins as they were in the 18th 
century. 
 

Article #2: Voices from People Who Were There 
On August 24, 79 Mount Vesuvius literally blew its top, spewing tons of molten ash, pumice and 

sulfuric gas miles into Vesuvius erupts, 1944 the atmosphere. A "firestorm" of poisonous vapors and molten 
debris engulfed the surrounding area suffocating the inhabitants of the neighboring Roman resort cities of 
Pompeii, Herculaneum and Stabiae. Tons of falling debris filled the streets until nothing remained to be seen 
of the once thriving communities. The cities remained buried and undiscovered for almost 1700 years until 
excavation began in 1748. These excavations continue today and provide insight into life during the Roman 
Empire. 

An ancient voice reaches out from the past to tell us of the disaster. This voice belongs to Pliny the 
Younger whose letters describe his experience during the eruption while he was staying in the home of his 
Uncle, Pliny the Elder. The elder Pliny was an official in the Roman Court, in charge of the fleet in the area of 
the Bay of Naples and a naturalist. Pliny the Younger's letters were discovered in the 16th century. 
Wrath of the Gods 

A few years after the event, Pliny wrote a friend, Cornelius Tacitus, describing the happenings of late 
August 79 AD when the eruption of Vesuvius obliterated Pompeii, killed his Uncle and almost destroyed his 
family. At the time, Pliney was eighteen and living at his Uncle's villa in the town of Misenum. We pick up his 
story as he describes the warning raised by his mother: 

"My uncle was stationed at Misenum, in active command of the fleet. On 24 August, in the early 
afternoon, my mother drew his attention to a cloud of unusual size and appearance. He had been out in the 



sun, had taken a cold bath, and lunched while lying down, and was then working at his books. He called for his 
shoes and climbed up to a place which would give him the best view of the phenomenon. It was not clear at 
that distance from which mountain the cloud was rising (it was afterwards known to be Vesuvius); its general 
appearance can best be expressed as being like an umbrella pine, for it rose to a great height on a sort of trunk 
and then split off into branches, I imagine because it was thrust upwards by the first blast and then left 
unsupported as the pressure subsided, or else it was borne down by its own weight so that it spread out and 
gradually dispersed. In places it looked white, elsewhere blotched and dirty, according to the amount of soil 
and ashes it carried with it. 

My uncle's scholarly acumen saw at once that it was important enough for a closer inspection, and he 
ordered a boat to be made ready, telling me I could come with him if I wished. I replied that I preferred to go 
on with my studies, and as it happened, he had himself given me some writing to do. 

As he was leaving the house, he was handed a message from Rectina, wife of Tascus whose house was 
at the foot of the mountain, so that escape was impossible except by boat. She was terrified by the danger 
threatening her and implored him to rescue her from her fate. He changed his plans, and what he had begun 
in a spirit of inquiry he completed as a hero. He gave orders for the warships to be launched and went on 
board himself with the intention of bringing help to many more people besides Rectina, for this lovely stretch 
of coast was thickly populated. 

He hurried to the place which everyone else was hastily leaving, steering his course straight for the 
danger zone. He was entirely fearless, describing each new movement and phase of the portent to be noted 
down exactly as he observed them. Ashes were already falling, hotter and thicker as the ships drew near, 
followed by bits of pumice and blackened stones, charred and cracked by the flames: then suddenly they were 
in shallow water, and the shore was blocked by the debris from the mountain. 
For a moment my uncle wondered whether to turn back, but when the helmsman advised this he refused, 
telling him that Fortune stood by the courageous and they must make for Pomponianus at Stabiae. He was cut 
off there by the breadth of the bay (for the shore gradually curves round a basin filled by the sea) so that he 
was not as yet in danger, though it was clear that this would come nearer as it spread. Pomponianus had 
therefore already put his belongings on board ship, intending to escape if the contrary wind fell. This wind was 
of course full in my uncle's favor, and he was able to bring his ship in. He embraced his terrified friend, 
cheered and encouraged him, and thinking he could calm his fears by showing his own composure, gave 
orders that he was to be carried to the bathroom. After his bath he lay down and dined; he was quite cheerful, 
or at any rate he pretended he was, which was no less courageous. 

Meanwhile on Mount Vesuvius broad sheets of fire and leaping flames blazed at several points, their 
bright glare emphasized by the darkness of night. My uncle tried to allay the fears of his companions by 
repeatedly declaring that these were nothing but bonfires left by the peasants in their terror, or else empty 
houses on fire in the districts they had abandoned. Then he went to rest and certainly slept, for as he was a 
stout man his breathing was rather loud and heavy and could be heard by people coming and going outside 
his door. By this time the courtyard giving access to his room was full of ashes mixed with pumice stones, so 
that its level had risen, and if he had stayed in the room any longer, he would never have got out. He was 
wakened, came out and joined Pomponianus and the rest of the household who had sat up all night. 

They debated whether to stay indoors or take their chance in the open, for the buildings were now 
shaking with violent shocks, and seemed to be swaying to and from as if they were torn from their 
foundations. Outside, on the other hand, there was the danger of failing pumice stones, even though these 
were light and porous; however, after comparing the risks they chose the latter. In my uncle's case one reason 
outweighed the other, but for the others it was a choice of fears. As a protection against falling objects they 
put pillows on their heads tied down with cloths. 

Elsewhere there was daylight by this time, but they were still in darkness, blacker and denser than any 
ordinary night, which they relieved by lighting torches and various kinds of lamp. My uncle decided to go down 
to the shore and investigate on the spot the possibility of any escape by sea, but he found the waves still wild 



and dangerous. A sheet was spread on the ground for him to lie down, and he repeatedly asked for cold water 
to drink. 

Then the flames and smell of sulfur which gave warning of the approaching fire drove the others to 
take flight and roused him to stand up. He stood leaning on two slaves and then suddenly collapsed, I imagine 
because the dense, fumes choked his breathing by blocking his windpipe which was constitutionally weak and 
narrow and often inflamed. When daylight returned on the 26th - two days after the last day he had been 
seen - his body was found intact and uninjured, still fully clothed and looking more like sleep than death. 

Shrieks of the People: 
In a second letter to Tacitus, Pliny describes what happened to him and to his mother during the 

second day of the disaster: 
Ashes were already falling, not as yet very thickly. I looked round: a dense black cloud was coming up 

behind us, spreading over the earth like a flood. Let us leave the road while we can still see, I said, or we shall 
be knocked down and trampled underfoot in the dark by the crowd behind. We had scarcely sat down to rest 
when darkness fell, not the dark of a moonless or cloudy night, but as if the lamp had been put out in a closed 
room. 

You could hear the shrieks of women, the wailing of infants, and the shouting of men; some were 
calling their parents, others their children or their wives, trying to recognize them by their voices. People 
bewailed their own fate or that of their relatives, and there were some who prayed for death in their terror of 
dying. Many besought the aid of the gods, but still more imagined there were no gods left, and that the 
universe was plunged into eternal darkness for evermore. 

There were people, too, who added to the real perils by inventing fictitious dangers: some reported 
that part of Misenum had collapsed or another part was on fire, and though their tales were false they found 
others to believe them. A gleam of light returned, but we took this to be a warning of the approaching flames 
rather than daylight. However, the flames remained some distance off; then darkness came on once more and 
ashes began to fall again, this time in heavy showers. We rose from time to time and shook them off, 
otherwise we should have been buried and crushed beneath their weight. I could boast that not a groan or cry 
of fear escaped me in these perils, but I admit that I derived some poor consolation in my mortal lot from the 
belief that the whole world was dying with me and I with it." 

Article #3 The City Plan and its Major Features: 

The vast majority of the buildings visible at Pompeii today are from the Roman period, but some earlier 

features remain. The nucleus of the city in the 6th century B.C.E. was situated on a plateau overlooking the 

Sarno River at the southwest corner of what became the final “version” of Pompeii, and was organized around 

sanctuaries dedicated to Apollo and Minerva (or possibly Hercules). This early city had walls and a roughly 

grid-shaped street plan. 

As Pompeii grew in size and population, the city walls were expanded, with gates at the ends of major 

roads. Slowly, the largely agricultural land inside the walls was built over with homes, places of production, 

markets, and other urban amenities. The east-west streets (known today by their modern names via della 

Fortuna, via di Nola, via dell’Abbondanza) and north-south ones (via Stabiana, via di Mercurio) formed the 



basis for the creation of insulae (city blocks), most of which are generally rectangular and contained a mix of 

domestic, commercial, and industrial buildings. 

 
See Map Below: 

 

 
The Forum, “theater district,” amphitheater, and baths 

The Forum, “theater district,” amphitheater, and baths 

Ancient Roman cities were almost never zoned or planned for specific activities. There are two main 

areas of Pompeii, however, that were loosely organized around a general function. The Forum, at the 

southwest corner of the city, was the site of various services and structures, and could be considered a sort of 

“downtown” for Pompeii. 



Additionally, a kind of “entertainment district” in the south-central section of Pompeii included two 

theaters—one open-air, the other smaller and roofed. In these theaters, one could see plays, hear musical 

performances, and perhaps hold civic or social gatherings. These entertainments differ drastically from those 

enjoyed in the amphitheater at Pompeii. 

Built more than 150 years before the Colosseum in Rome, Pompeii’s facility is the first known Roman 

amphitheater, where gladiators fought one another or hunted wild animals as a spectacle. It is estimated that 

between 10,000-15,000 people could be accommodated in Pompeii’s amphitheater. A fresco from a house at 

Pompeii illustrates in a shorthand way the spectacula (seating area) and arena (playing surface) as well as 

the velarium (sun shade) of the amphitheater. 

As in Rome, Pompeii also had public establishments for bathing. At least five public baths (and scores 

of private ones within homes) provided not simply a place to get clean, but also opportunities for social 

interaction and exercise. Communal bathing was a custom for middle- and upper-class Romans; men 

especially would spend their afternoons in the baths, enjoying heated pools, steam rooms, cold plunge tubs, 

massages, ball games, and so forth, in the company of their peers and surrounded by beautiful decoration in 

mosaic, stucco, and sculpture. 

Both the Stabian and the Forum Baths were initially constructed with public funds, indicating the 

extent to which such establishments were considered essential for Pompeii’s residents. Surviving inscriptions, 

however, indicate that a wealthy citizen could contribute financing for an addition to (or renovation of) the 

baths, as in the case of a large marble fountain in the caldarium (hot-water room) of the Forum Baths. 

An aqueduct fed both private and public baths, although many residents of Pompeii relied on 

rainwater or abundant wells in the city to supply their water. The high state of preservation at Pompeii 

provides a view of the city’s water supply, from the aqueduct, through a distribution center at the high 

northern part of the town, through water towers and public fountains, and into private homes by way of 

terracotta and lead pipes. The most luxurious homes in Pompeii had fountains decorated with mosaics, sea 

shells, sculpture, and even frescoes. 

The Forum 

The religious, political, and commercial center of any Roman city was its forum. A kind of town center 

existed in the earliest phases of Pompeii at its southwest corner, but the forum only received monumental 

form and decoration in the 2nd century B.C.E. At that time, the Temple of Jupiter (eventually the Capitolium), 



Macellum (market), and Basilica (law court) were constructed and the open piazza of the forum was paved 

with stone. Statues of illustrious Pompeians, civic benefactors, and the imperial family stood under the forum 

colonnades and in the open areas of the piazza as well as in two buildings dedicated to the worship of 

divinized emperors—the Imperial Cult Building and the Sanctuary of Augustus (these statues are now entirely 

lost, save for their bases). 

 
 

 


